
 1

 

Trafalgar Township Historical Society 
"Documenting, celebrating and preserving the agricultural heritage of North Oakville"  

 
                                       Fall Newsletter 2011  
                                       michelle@tths.ca 905-257-9080 
                                                2431 Dundas Street W.  

 
Board Report 
We are very sad to report that a long- time volunteer and former board member Clayton McDuffee 
passed away on October 26, 2011 at the age of 75. Clayton was always quick to pitch in and help get 
things done and he will be missed! Our prayers are with his family. 
 
We have just submitted our comments to the town regarding some errors in their report regarding the 
history of ward boundary changes in Oakville. We have been told that the corrections will be made. 
Several board members and TTHS members provided comments regarding the streetscape plan for 
Old Bronte Road. We hope to report in more detail on this is the next newsletter. 
 
Our annual General Meeting is Tuesday February 28th at 7pm at the school house. Please join us and 
consider taking on a volunteer role. We are in need of more board members urgently. We really need 
a few more people who could pitch in. We need people to help with the following�  

Scan all our documents so we have back-up copies of everything for safety.  
Co-ordinate renters at the schoolhouse.  
Write funding proposals 
Dust & clean monthly 
Help file and sort everything for the archives 
Put together the newsletter 4 times a year 
Assist with organizing the fair & distributing posters 
Plan a grade 3 curriculum & promote it to the schools.  

 
 
Time To Renew Your Membership for 2012 
Don�t forget to renew your membership. We count on this income to cover the heating and insurance 
costs of the schoolhouse. ($25 for individuals & $35 for families) made payable to Trafalgar Twp. 
Historical Society.  Send to Jane Watt, 3089 Jaguar Valley Drive, Apt. B2, Miss. Ont. L5A 2J1 
 
Donations 
Thank you to Wade Pitman who dropped off the door that used to lead into the west cloak room of the 
schoolhouse. Unfortunately it is slightly too small for the east cloakroom where we need a door to be 
able to close off the archives room when we have renters in the main classroom. If anyone can help 
make this door fit please contact us! 
Thank you to Charlie Hughes for making a children�s play table with a ridge around the outside to 
hold all our wooden spinning tops and our wooden bowling set. It is a great addition to our collection 
and the kids who joined us at the fair loved playing with it- as did a few of the adults! If you have 
some great old toys looking for a home please consider donating them to us. 
Thank You to Lois Rose for the beaded cape and little girls dress. The dress was her grandmothers 
and we have a photo of her wearing it. 
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Schoolhouse Speakers Series 
Tuesday, November 29 at 7pm � John McDonald will be join ing us.  

Please bring treats to share for our refreshment table. 
 
Tuesday February 28th at 7pm- Annual General meeting 
 
 
Schoolhouse Archives  
Our October open house was well attended again. We had some nice compliments on the 
renovations from visitors who have not been by in some time. Our next open houses are March 23 & 
May 18th. Feel free to drop by and bring something for �show & tell�! The school is open 1:30-3:30 for 
people to go through our archives, to visit and reminisce.  
 
In 1957, the Oakville Loyal Orange Lodge No. 3234 and Bronte Orange Lodge No. 257 celebrated 
Oakville�s Centennial Year with a parade through town as well as a dinner/dance at the Oakville 
Trafalgar Arena. The TTHS has a copy of the official Souvenir Programme that contains a history of 
the Orange Order, but no history of the local lodges- including the one at Hornby No. 165. WE would 
appreciate information, pictures etc. so that we can add material to our archives. Items can be 
scanned and returned if you wish. 
 

TTHS Fall Fair 
We had 100 people join us for the fall fair and raised $200 with 
book sales and our BBQ. We had visitors from as far away as 
England & Spain. Thanks to all our volunteers who chipped in 
and to our friends Fred Hayward from the Loyalist Association, 
and Dorothy Kew from Halton Peel OGS and our re-enactor 
Mavis Wilson. Matthew Wilkinson provided a display from 
Heritage Mississauga and Anne Choate Little organized all our 
scanned images so people were able to view them at the 
schoolhouse. Ross Wark & Irene Saunders provided some 
great booklets for sale and Ross brought along his photos for 

sale (including the one pictured here) Charlie Hughes children�s play table was a big hit! 
 

 
TTHS Board Meetings 
Our upcoming board meetings are at the schoolhouse at 3pm on Tuesday December 19th, & Tuesday 
January 17th. Please let us know if you are interested in attending. Everyone is welcome to attend 
and participate in discussion. michelle@tths.ca 
 
Scanning 
Anne Choate Little has scanned all of the Fred Oliver photos and information that we received from 
his family. They can be found at http://images.halinet.on.ca/search. 
Anne reports that we can now avoid all non-TTHS uploads to Halton Images in the OurOntario.ca 
website by going directly to our own TTHS section at 
http://images.ourontario.ca/trafalgartownship/search This allows us to search, browse and view only 
items in the TTHS collection.  If you want to retrieve everything we’ve uploaded, put your cursor in the 
Search query box, hit the space bar once, and press enter.   
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Queries & Contributions   
Artist J. Weykamp 
Mike & Lesley Stott sent us a copy of their painting done by J. Weykamp 
that we mentioned in the last newsletter.  We have given them the leads 
that you sent in for them to follow up.  
 
Trafalgar Post Offices 
In response to our Trafalgar Post Office Inquiry… We had a Bradley 
cousin who found the newsletter on-line respond to find out more about 
their grandparents! We have connected them with Irene. 
Ruth Blair also shared a link for Post Masters. 
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Shain 
Lynn Kenney wrote to point out an error in our on-line transcription of the names on the petition of 2 
Jan 1808. Lynn pointed out that the name we have down as "Edward Sisraim?" is actually the 
signature of Conrad Schön, whose name was later anglicized to Shain.  When he signed the petition, 
he was writing in his native German gothic script. My husband is descended from Conrad Shain's 
daughter Elizabeth.  I hope my correction helps in your tracing the history of the early Halton County 
settlers. 
 
Sheridan Orchestra 
I am doing historical research on the village of Sheridan, Ontario, which disappeared when the QEW 
was built. In the 1940s there was a local musical ensemble called the Sheridan Orchestra that played 
for church socials and various other community events. I have been searching for a picture of the 
Sheridan Orchestra, but so far without success. I'd like to ask your readers if anyone might have a 
photograph of the Orchestra. If so, please get in touch with me at edpbutts@yahoo.com. 
  

�
Heritage Events Around Halton  
 
 
November 27 
 
 
January 11th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 8th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halton Peel OGS Brian Gilchrist, Thinking Outside the Box;  Four Corners Branch Library, 65 
Queen St., Brampton @ 2p.m  
 
Esquesing Historical Society -John Wheeler’s Glen Williams- John Wheeler captured 
everyday life around Glen Williams 
in the early 1900s. Using his printed postcards and some of his never before seen 
negatives, Karen Hunter has compiled a collection that captures Edwardian life in 
an industrial village. GLEN WILLIAMS TOWN HALL, Prince Street, GLEN WILLIAMS, 7:30 
p.m. 
 
Esquesing Historical Society -People of Esquesing, Born Here, Stayed Awhile, or Just 
Visited Many well-known, famous or important people have passed through Esquesing 
throughout our history. Join Ray Denny as he reveals his list of interesting people 
and their claim to fame! KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Main Street, GEORGETOWN, 
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 


